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gallows are witches, whose delight it is to blight the crops
of the farmer or to lay them low under storms of hail, the
execution of these wretches is really calculated to ensure
an abundant harvest by removing one of the principal
causes which paralyze the efforts and blast the hopes of the
husbandman.

The Druidical sacrifices which we are considering were Mannhardt
explained in a different way by W. Mannhardt     He sup- [hsufhe
posed that the men whom the Druids burned in wickerwork men and
images represented the spirits of vegetation, and accordingly ^am the

that the custom of burning them was a magical ceremony Druids

,    ,                             . .                                          , .        f       . .                       burned in

intended  to  secure  the necessary sunshine for  the  crops, wickerwork

Similarly, he seems to have inclined to the view that the
animals which used to be burnt in the bonfires represented spirits of

the corn-spirit,1 which,- as we saw in an earlier part of this

work, is often supposed to assume the shape of an animal.2 burning of

This theory is no doubt tenable, and the great authority of

W. Mannhardt entitles it to careful consideration.     I adopted secure a

1

it in former editions of this book ; but on reconsideration it s^si
seems to me on the whole to be less probable than the theory for the
that the men and animals burnt in the fires perished in the crops"
character of witches. This latter view is strongly supported
by the testimony of the people who celebrate the fire-festivals,
since a popular name for the custom of kindling the fires is
"burning the witches," effigies of witches are sometimes
consumed in the flames, and the fires, their embers, or their
ashes are supposed to furnish protection against witchcraft
On the other hand there is little to shew that the effigies
or the animals burnt in the fires are regarded by the
people as representatives of the vegetation-spirit, and that
the bonfires are sun-charms. With regard to serpents in
particular, which used to be burnt in the midsummer fire at
Luchon, I am not aware of any certain evidence that in
Europe snakes have been regarded as embodiments of the
tree-spirit or corn-spirit,8 though in other parts of the world

1  W, Mannhardt, Baumkult-us, pp.     oaks, and as oaks were sacred among
5 32' 5 34-                                                the Prussians, the serpents may possibly

2  Spirits of the Com and of the Wild)     have  been regarded  as genii  of the
L 270-305.                                             trees.   See Simon Grunau, Prcussiscker

8 Some of the serpents worshipped     Chronik, herausgegeben von Dr. M.
by the old Prussian* lived in hollow     Perlbach, i. (Leipsic,  1876)   p.  89;